
 

 

Assembly for Advisers of Student Publications/Journalism Education Association (AASP/JEA) 
 
Journalism Education Association (http://www.jea.org/), the Assembly for Advisers of Student Publications, 
supports free and responsible scholastic journalism by providing resources and educational opportunities, by 
promoting professionalism, by encouraging and rewarding student excellence and teacher achievement, and by 
fostering an atmosphere that encompasses diversity yet builds unity. 
 
The Journalism Education Association has continued to roll out its curriculum initiative, with great feedback from 
members. A committee of advisers headed up the efforts to establish curriculum and it is now active for current 
members. A second set of curriculum leaders was appointed to continue the work already started, and a 
professional advisory board has been established. The specific lesson plans are all Common Core and P21 aligned. 
The project truly underscores the value of scholastic journalism in the current state of education, as it hits on what 
both educators and policy makers believe are vital aspects of the learning process: authentic audience, project-
based learning, STEM communications, digital literacy, media literacy/news and information literacy. 
 
The organization remains committed to fighting against the continual assault on student freedoms, while also 
maintaining its position in aggressively promoting responsible student freedom of expression. 
 
JEA has selected Woodward and Bernstein's "All the President's Men" for  its 'One Book' program. Members are 
encouraged to read and discuss the book, including via a Twitter chat that took place. This is an exciting lead-up for 
the JEA fall convention in Washington, DC, where Bob Woodward will be one of the keynote speakers. 
 
The initial "Day of Doing" project took place this summer, with extremely positive results; publications advisers 
were encouraged to spend a day working as a reporter, creating a story or photo package for publication on a 
collaborative website, which can be found at http://dayofdoing.jea.org/ 
 
Brian Wilson, Liaison Officer 
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Assembly for Expanded Perspectives on Learning (AEPL) 
 
The purposes of this assembly (http://aepl.org/) are to explore expanded perspectives on learning and their 
implications for and applications to English and language arts education; to encourage the development of 
research and classroom practices that focus on expanded conceptions of learning; to encourage articles, 
publications, and other communications on the subject; to present programs and projects on this subject; to 
provide an open forum for theorists, researchers, and practitioners to exchange ideas on the subject; and to 
integrate the efforts of those in various disciplines who have a common interest in the subject. Sample topics of 
interest are aesthetics, creativity, holistic learning, humanistic and transpersonal psychology, imagery, intuition, 
Jungian psychology, kinesthetic knowledge, learning styles, meditation, Rogerian theory, and visualization.  
 
The Assembly for Expanded perspectives on Learning has had a very productive year.  
 
Board: 
 
We increased our board to eleven members by adding three additional people. After our longtime webmaster, 
Betsy Degeorge, resigned this year, we enlisted Daniel Weinstein as our new webmaster—he has moved our 
website to his institution, Indiana University of Pennsylvania.   We also added Sophia Bell and Nate Michaelson, as  
members-at-large of the board.  In addition to the Co-chairs named above, then, the Board now consists of Sharon 
Marshall, Associate Chair, Yvonne Siu-Runyon, Secretary, Bruce Novak, Treasurer, and Christy Wenger, member at 
large.  The Board also includes our two journal editors, Joonna Trapp and Brad Peters.    
 
Conferences: 
 
AEPL held our 2014 annual conference for the first time outside of the United States this past June, in Sudbury, 
Ontario.  The conference was organized by  David and Jan Buley, and the theme was, "The Art of Listening Deeply."  
The conference brought together old and new AEPL members from both the US and Canada, and focused on 
wilderness and other issues.  Many talks and panels involved study of First Nation peoples, and many musicians 
participated, most notably in a dawn concert on a beautiful Sudbury lake.   The conference was financially 
successful as well; after expenses, we netted over $3,000.00 for our Assembly. 
 
Our 2015 conference will be back at our usual site, the YMCA of the Rockies in Estes Park, Colorado.  The theme 
will be the life and work of James Moffet, and we expect quite a few members will attend. 
 
AEPL  had a presence at NCTE conferences as usual, sponsoring SIG’s both at the NCTE and the CCCC’s conferences 
this year. 
 
Journal: 
 
The Journal for the Assembly for Expanded Perspectives on Learning  editors, Joonna Trapp and Brad Peters, turned 
out another fine journal issue, volume 19, which has received favorable comments from reviewers, writers, and 
readers. The journal has become more visible and important in the field, with editors from other journals 
increasingly a sending submitters our way. 
Publishing with Parlor Press continues to be working well.   The journal is available for purchase through Amazon, 
and Parlor is working on other online sources. Editors Peters and Trapp joined the Council for Editors of Learned 
Journals, and as a result were able to display the journal at MLA. Copies of the journal have been deposited with 
the National Library of Congress as required by law.  Meanwhile, the Trace website is producing a great many hits 
for the back issues of JAEPL. At last count, the journal has had to date full text downloads of around 15,000 
records.   The call for papers has been issued for Volume 21 on WPA, Facebook, and soon, the new website.  
 
Blog: 
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Christie Wenger, one of our members at large, has begun a blog, http://aeplblog.wordpress.com/, focusing on 
mindfulness and other issues of interest to AEPL members, and encouraging guest bloggers.  We expect that the 
blog will increase AEPL’s visibility and generate members. 
 
Wendy Ryden and Irene Papoulis, Co-Chairs 
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Assembly for Research (NCTEAR) 
 
The purposes of this assembly (http://nctear.org/) are to promote inquiry into literacy practices and to consider 
continually what it means to engage in that inquiry; to provide opportunities for researchers in different sites and 
from different perspectives to come together to learn from one another; to encourage greater participation in 
research by teachers from all levels of schooling; to promote the growth of research and researchers through the 
forum provided by the Assembly for Research; to support the development of early-career researchers through 
assembly activities; and to provide a democratic body that strives to incorporate research activities into the broader 
goals and practices of NCTE. Customarily, the Assembly for Research sponsors a mid-winter conference, as well as a 
one-day NCTE post-convention workshop in November. Members receive a newsletter. 
 
NCTEAR publishes a newsletter twice a year which features information about the work of the assembly, its 
members as well as introducing new features that promote research and scholarship.  We invite the larger NCTE 
community to join the Assembly for Research in our continual efforts to broaden our membership as well as the 
work that is currently being done.  
 
No report submitted. 
 
Adrienne Dixson, Chair 
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Assembly for the Teaching of English Grammar (ATEG) 
 
The purposes of this assembly are to improve the teaching of grammar at all levels, from elementary school 
through college; to promote communication and cooperation among teachers, researchers, administrators, and 
others interested in the teaching of grammar; to provide an open forum in which advocates of all grammar 
theories, representing the broad spectrum of views of grammar and its teaching, can interact. We maintain our 
website, www.ateg.org as a free resource. 
 
Our organization continues to maintain a website (http://www.ateg.org/) through which our listserv is accessible. 
We are pleased to announce that we have recently begun a presence on social media via Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/pages/ATEG-The-Assembly-for-the-Teaching-of-English-
Grammar/767408023297474?sk=timeline&ref=page_internal) and Twitter (https://twitter.com/ATEG_Grammar).  
 
As an extension of the NCTE Annual Conference in Boston, ATEG held a well-attended and well-received one-day 
workshop on grammar instruction. Four ATEG members collaborated to present various engaging, non-traditional 
ways of teaching sentence completeness, sentence expansions, rhetorical grammar, and parts of speech. As 
always, the teaching of grammar through accepted terminology  is taught through methods that embed it in the 
language arts. 
 
On May 2, 2014, we held a symposium entitled “Bridging the Gap: A Conversation between High School and 
College Teachers” at Marymount Manhattan College. We held a productive conversation about the expectations 
that teachers of first-year college students have concerning writing genres and skills. We hope to continue such 
conversations in more venues and more often.  
 
We are pleased to say that we at ATEG have achieved a milestone! This year’s annual conference, held at the 
University of Colorado at Colorado Springs, marked our 25th anniversary! Martha Kolln, one of ATEG’s founders, 
delivered a keynote tracing the early years and duly crediting the folks who have contributed to our work over the 
years. In keeping with our history, we attracted what we like to call a “small but tasteful” group, consisting of 
teachers that were local to the conference venue, as well as from as far away as Seoul, South Korea and points 
north, south, east, and west of the U.S. 
 
Finally, ATEG’s leadership positions will now be held by Sean Ruday and Sherry Saylors as co-presidents. 
 
Amy Benjamin, Chair 
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Assembly on American Literature (AAL) 
 
The Assembly on American Literature (AAL) continues to provide an intellectual and pedagogical meeting ground 
for NCTE members who share a common interest in teaching, research, or scholarship on American authors’ works.  
AAL seeks to serve the NCTE community by linking teachers with the rich resources of American Literature and 
offering new approaches to teaching that literature designed to meet the needs of today’s educators.  
 
In addition to holding an open business meeting at the NCTE 2013 Convention in Boston, AAL provided ways for 
educators to connect around the study and teaching of American Literature by sponsoring an American Literature-
focused session at the Convention and through continued publication of scholarly topical articles in our journal 
Notes on American Literature.  
 
During the Convention, AAL combined its annual business meeting with a substantive Special Interest Group 
session. At the meeting, the Chair reported on the AAL’s activities in preparing Convention proposals and on the 
progress of Notes on American Literature. Terri Pantuso, the new Associate Editor of the journal was introduced 
during the meeting. Executive Committee members shared ideas for the Assembly with session participants and 
encouraged those interested in teaching American Literature to become members.  
 
The AAL SIG session for 2013 grew out of interest expressed by attendees of the 2012 Convention in how to help 
students understand setting in American texts. The roundtable session explored ways teachers could both foster a 
rich and nuanced understanding of the historical context and setting of classic American texts and “reset” these 
texts so that students could envision how they speak to our current time, place, and culture as well. The 
Roundtable leaders included five first-time NCTE presenters and one early-career teacher. Roundtable leaders 
shared their personal experiences in teaching setting in relation to a specific text as well as print and digital 
resources. The session was well attended and generated lively discussion at each of the roundtables. Closing 
remarks by Joe Milner brought together many of the insights gained during the session. Participants ended the 
session by proposing ideas for the 2014 Convention. 
 
During the winter and spring, AAL Officers drew on suggestions and ideas raised in the 2013 Convention to create 
proposals for the DC Convention. Once again, AAL recruited a number of dynamic teachers new to NCTE who will 
be presenting for the first time. AAL was pleased to have two proposals accepted for the 2014 Convention and is 
excited to foster more dialogue about teaching American texts and to continue involving new teacher in NCTE and 
the affiliate.  
 
On the publication front, the editorial board of Notes on American Literature is currently engaged in the peer 
review process of articles to be included in this year's edition. All AAL members will receive a copy of the e-journal 
prior to the 2013 Convention. Print copies may be purchased by request, and a limited number will be available at 
the annual convention for contributors and interested members. 
 
Tracey Hughes, Chair 
 
  



 

 

Assembly on Computers in English (ACE) 
 

The purposes of this assembly (http://ncte.connectedcommunity.org/ace/Home/) are to promote communication 
and cooperation among all individuals who have a special interest in computers and the English language arts; to 
present programs and special projects on this subject; to promote an increase in the number of articles and 
publications devoted to it; to encourage the responsible development of computer software in the language arts; 
and to integrate the efforts of those with an interest in this subject.  
 
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group since July 1, 2013? 
 
The NCTE Assembly for Computers in English (ACE) offered a workshop during the 2013 Annual Convention in 
Boston. The workshop introduced the participants to applications such as podcasts, open source visual software, 
Weebly website software, digital video with iPads, twitter. Special focus was on helping participants to think 
through ways to use technology for critical online reading and communication. Recommended resources that 
include tutorials and materials for supporting the use of these applications were shared with participants on the 
ACE Connected Community website. The workshop was a success.  
 
What projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 
 
ACE members are planning the workshop for the 2014 Annual Conference to be held in Washington. The assembly 
has established an online community with the current and future members. ACE has also attracted a large number 
of consultants for this year’s workshop and the assembly will continue its efforts to increase ACE membership at 
large. 
 
Ewa McGrail, Chair 
Georgia State University, Atlanta 
30 Pryor Street 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
emcgrail@gsu.edu  
 
Ewa McGrail, ACE Community Editor  
Georgia State University, Atlanta 
30 Pryor Street 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
emcgrail@gsu.edu  
 
Gail Desler, Treasurer 
Elk Grove Unified School District, California 
864 Oak Terrace 
Placerville, CA 95667 
gailhd@jps.net  
 
Ewa McGrail, Chair 
Gail Desler, Treasurer 
 
  

http://ncte.connectedcommunity.org/ace/Home/
mailto:emcgrail@gsu.edu
mailto:emcgrail@gsu.edu
mailto:gailhd@jps.net


 

 

Assembly on the Literature and Culture of Appalachia (ALCA) 
 
The purpose of ALCA is to promote communication and cooperation among all individuals who have a special 
interest in teaching and studying Appalachian literature and culture.  The Assembly presents programs and special 
projects on this subject; encourages the development of research, experimentation, and investigation of effective 
teaching and scholarship in Appalachian literature and culture; promotes the writing of articles and publications 
devoted to Appalachian literature and culture; and integrates the efforts of those with an interest in the subject.  
Members receive a copy of its journal, ALCA-Lines, published annually and featuring a blend of creative and 
scholarly writing. 
 
No report submitted. 
 
Judy P. Byers, Chair 
 
  



 

 

Assembly on Literature for Adolescents of NCTE (ALAN) 
 
The Assembly on Literature for Adolescents of NCTE (http://www.alan-ya.org) promotes communication and 
cooperation among all individuals who have a special interest in adolescent literature, presents programs and 
conferences on this subjects, promotes and increases the number of articles and publications devoted to it and 
integrates the efforts of all those with an interest in this literature. 
 
ALAN President - November, 2012- November, 2013 
 
From 2012-2013, I, Jeff Kaplan, University of Central Florida, Orlando, served as ALAN President. During my term as 
President, my primary responsibility was chairing the ALAN 2013 Workshop, held at the National Council Teachers 
of English Annual Convention, November 25-26, 2013 at the Hynes Convention Center in Boston, Massachusetts. 
The ALAN program at NCTE consists of the ALAN Breakfast, the ALAN Author Reception and the ALAN Workshop. I 
attended to all 3 preparations. 
 
ALAN 40th Anniversary Celebration – 1973 - 2013 
 
The NCTE Annual Conference and the ALAN Workshop marked ALAN’s 40th Anniversary (1973-2013). As President, 
I made sure that the recognition of ALAN’s 40th Anniversary was evident at the ALAN Breakfast and ALAN 
Workshop. Appropriate recognitions were designed for both venues 
 
ALAN Workshop Authors, Books and Publishers - 2013 
 
In preparation for the ALAN Workshop, I made constant contact with ALAN publishers to secure the ALAN authors 
and books required for our two-day program. Through email and phone calls, I made a vigilant effort to notify 
publishers of their preparation for the ALAN Workshop, Breakfast and Author Reception.  
 
Featured speakers at ALAN 2013 Breakfast were the late Walter Dean Myers, our keynote, and Judy Blume, winner 
of the 2013 ALAN Award.  
 
Featured speakers at the ALAN 2013 Workshop were young adult authors Jack Gantos, Chris Crutcher, Laurie Halse 
Anderson, Sarah Dessen, Lauren Myracle, Jacqueline Woodson, Robert Lipsyte, Joan Bauer, Tamora Pierce, Nancy 
Werlin, Julie Berry, Gordon Korman, Neal Shusterman, Jeff Hirsch, Ellen Hopkins, Alan Sitomer, Meg Rosoff, Gene 
Yang, Rainbow Rowell, Alexander Gordon Smith, Nancy Garden, David Klass, and Paul Rudnick. 
 
Introducing and chairing panels were former and current ALAN Board members, officers and leaders. And in honor 
of ALAN’s 40th Anniversary, Robert Cormier, William Sleator, Virginia Hamilton and Paula Danizger were 
remembered for their contributions. 
 
ALAN Workshop Breakout Sessions - 2013 
 
In preparation for the ALAN Workshop, I oversaw the selection and notification of participants for the ALAN 
Breakout sessions. I selected the ALAN Workshop Consultants who were responsible for evaluating and selecting 
the ALAN Workshop breakout session proposals. 
 
ALAN Executive Meetings - 2012-13 
 
As ALAN President (2012-13), I attended and participated in the ALAN Executive Meetings. Meetings were 
conducted monthly via Skype. We discussed ALAN policies and procedures, ALAN 2013 Workshop, and general 
issues and concerns as warranted. 
 
ALAN Hipple Award - 2013 
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As ALAN President (2012-13), I participated in the selection and notification of the ALAN 2013 Ted Hipple Service 
Award. Richard ‘Rick’ Williams, a long time ALAN volunteer, former high school English teacher, and adjunct 
instructor at Youngstown State University, Ohio, was the recipient. 
 
ALN Award - 2013 
 
Nearly from its inception, ALAN has honored those individuals who have made outstanding contributions to the 
field of young adult literature with its annual ALAN Award. The awardee may be a publisher, author, librarian, 
scholar, editor or servant to the organization. The award is chosen by the ALAN Executive Board and receives the 
award at the annual ALAN Breakfast. The 2013 recipient of the ALAN Award was Judy Blume, who upon being 
introduced by Jennifer Buehler, spoke at the ALAN breakfast. 
 
ALAN Foundation Award - 2013 
 
Each year the ALAN Foundation awards up to $1,500 for research in young adult literature. For 2013, the ALAN 
Foundation awarded two recipients for their research proposals – Susan Parsons and James Chisholm. Both are 
responsible for completing and reporting their research both to the ALAN Board and to the greater young adult 
literature community. 
 
ALAN’s Gallo Grant - 2013 
 
Through the generous contribution of young adult literature expert and founding leader of the Assembly on 
Literature for Adolescents, Don Gallo, ALAN awards each year funding for new members wanting to attend the 
ALAN Workshop for the first time. At the ALAN 2013 ALAN Breakfast, we awarded Gallo Grants to Renee Stites and 
Whitney Wood. 
 
ALAN School Library Journal Connection 2013 
 
In June, 2013, ALAN was featured in the School Library Journal Virtual Young Adult Literature Conference. The 
ALAN logo was present during the virtual presentation. 
 
ALAN Website – 2012-13 
  
As ALAN President, I assisted the ALAN Webmaster, Jon Ostenson, with updating the ALAN Online website so 
members were informed of both the ALAN 2013 Workshop and relevant ALAN events 
 
ALAN Student Groups -2013 
 
In an effort to increase ALAN awareness, I began an effort with Joan Kaywell, University of South Florida, to engage 
more university and college teacher preparation students in activities involving ALAN. The objective is to formally 
register and recognize college educators and ALAN members across the country who are involved in promoting 
young adult literature on both their campus and in their community. 
 
ALAN Policy and Procedures - 2013 
 
As a member for the ALAN Executive Committee, I participated in the constant revision of the ALAN Policy and 
Procedures manual. Our frequent discussions and reviews resulted in many significant changes in ALAN policy and 
procedures, as well as the additional ‘tweaking’ of existing bylaws and regulations. 
 
ALAN President’s Column - 2013 
 
As ALAN President (2012-13), I prepared the ALAN President’s Column for The ALAN Review. The column outlined 
hopes and aspirations for ALAN’s future as well as specific goals for ALAN Workshops and ancillary activities.  
 



 

 

ALAN Newsletter - 2012 - 13 
 
During my tenure as ALAN President, Cynthia Anne McLeod designed and distributed the ALAN newsletter. Much 
of ALAN activities and workshop preparations were included in the monthly distribution. I would call upon Anne 
frequently to update with the latest events and activities for notification to our ALAN members. 
 
ALAN Logo and Design - 2013 
 
During my tenure as ALAN President, the ALAN Executive Committee oversaw the design and notification of 
ALAN’s new logo. I participated in the selection of the new ALAN logo and notified members, both directly and 
indirectly, of its approval to be used as the official emblem of ALAN 
 
ALAN Year in Photos - 2012 -13 
 
As ALAN President, I facilitated the evaluation and reporting out of the ALAN 2013 Workshop. Chairs and Session 
Leaders photographed and recorded their respective presentations. A visual and narrative record was preserved 
for the ALAN website. 
 
The ALAN Review -  2012-13 
 
During my tenure as ALAN President, The ALAN Review, a peer-reviewed journal devoted to the study of young 
adult literature, was published three times – fall, winter and summer. Also, at the close of my tenure, new editors 
for The ALAN Review, were selected.  Previous editors – Steve Bickmore, Jacqueline Bach (both of Louisiana State 
University, Baton Rouge) and Melanie Hundley (Vanderbilt University, Nashville) seceded their editorship to 
Wendy Glenn, Ricki Ginsberg, and Danielle King (all of the University of Connecticut, Storrs). 
 
The Amelia Elizabeth Walden Award - 2013 
 
At the ALAN 2013 Workshop, the Amelia Elizabeth Walden Award (AEWA) for an exemplary young adult book, 
published within the United States in 2012, was awarded. The award is named for Amelia Elizabeth Walden, a 
pioneer in the field of young adult literature, and is presented annually for an adolescent novel that exemplifies 
literary excellence, widespread appeal and a positive approach to life.  The AEWA 2013 Award Winner was John 
Green, who accepted his award via a video tape presentation. 
 
ALAN Picks - 2012-13 
 
During my 2012-13 tenure, ALAN Picks, the online book review column of current young adult books, was 
published monthly. Under the auspices of James Blasingame (Arizona State University, Tempe) and Bryan Gillis 
(Kennesaw State University, Kennesaw, Georgia), this monthly service provides ALAN members with reviews of 
contemporary and recently published young adult books – both fiction and non. 
 
Speak Loudly - 2012-13 
 
From 2012-13, Speak Loudly, the ALAN committee responsible for reviewing censorship issues as related to the 
public banning of young adult literature, made significant moves to merge with NCTE Standing Committee Against 
Censorship. Wendy Glenn, Chair, ALAN’s Speak Loudly Committee, held discussions with ReLeah Lent, Chair, 
NCTE’s Standing Committee Against Censorship, about combining efforts.  
 
Under the Radar- 2012-13 
 
During 2012-13, Under the Radar, a regular review column on the ALAN website, highlighted the publication of 
young adult books from smaller presses. The intention, as always, is to bring attention to books for teens that 
might otherwise remain unnoticed. 
 



 

 

ALAN Merchandise Committee - 2012-13 
 
Recently, ALAN has begun to sell merchandise to promote the Assembly on Literature for Adolescents. Ricki 
Ginsberg and Daria Plumb created and promoted an array of items, incorporating the ALAN logo and introduced to 
our ALAN members. 
 
Jeffrey Kaplan, President 
 
  



 

 

Children's Literature Assembly (CLA) 
 
This assembly provides a forum for interested people with all points of view and levels of experience in the field of 
children's literature. The Children’s Literature Assembly undertakes programs and projects of special concern to 
professionals interested in children's literature. CLA promotes the field of children's literature, disseminates 
scholarship, and advocates for children’s literature in the classroom. The assembly offers multiple sessions at the 
NCTE Annual Convention, including a one-day children’s literature workshop, a breakfast featuring a children’s 
author or illustrator, a session introducing the results of a search for the year’s Notable Children's Books in the 
Language Arts, and a Master Class focusing on the teaching of children’s literature. Published twice per year, The 
Journal of Children's Literature is our refereed journal, presenting critical discussions of trends and issues in 
children's books, reports and reviews of research, interviews with authors and illustrators, and practitioner pieces 
related to teaching with children’s books. The assembly’s website is: http://www.childrensliteratureassembly.org. 
 
Actions or projects completed since July 1, 2013 
 

1. Selected and presented the Notable Children’s Books in the Language Arts booklist at the 2013 NCTE 
Convention;  

2. Published two issues of The Journal of Children’s Literature;  
3. Sponsored a full-day Workshop, “By Land, Air or Sea: Border Crossing Experiences in Literacy 

Conversations” at the 2013 NCTE Annual Convention.  Author/illustrator and industry speakers included: 
Francisco Stork, Don Gallo, Duncan Tonatiuh, Maria Padian, Warren St. John, Farhana Zia; 

4. Sponsored a breakfast at the 2013 NCTE conference featuring Nic Bishop and Sy Montgomery;  
5. Sponsored a Master Class, “Teaching Children’s Literature in the 21st Century,” at the 2013 NCTE Annual 

Convention;  
6. Conducted a successful auction of illustrator-donated art and prints to fund a children’s literature research  

award;  
7. Re-established the Facebook page and expanded social media outreach;   
8. Continued the administration of the Bonnie Campbell Hill National Literacy Leader Award for its third year 

with two awardees, each receiving $2,500 plus a $150 certificate for professional books from Heinemann.   
9. Continued sending a liaison to the Elementary Section Steering Committee and assisted with 

reviewing conference proposals;  
10. Selected and awarded the third $1000 CLA Research Award;  
11. Collected nearly $3,000 in pledges for the CLA Endowment Fund;   
12. Continued partnership with ProQuest to help disseminate the Journal of Children’s Literature;  
13. Concluded a study of children’s literature as scholarship through an ad hoc committee working on creating 

reports for use by those in the children’s literature field to use when applying for promotion/tenure and 
when writing letters of support/review for candidates;  

14. Received final approval for a joint position from the executive committee level of NCTE and IRA for an 
NCTE-IRA position statement on the on the Value of Children’s and Adolescent Literature Courses in 
Teacher Education and Professional Development Programs.   

15. Collaborated with NCTE leadership to move the Monday Workshop to Saturday AM as a trial to boost 
enrollment, particularly area K-12 teachers who were unable to take additional leave from classroom 
teaching to attend.   

16. Met as an Executive Board two times during the year (2013-2014)  
 
Projects, initiatives, or studies “in progress” at this time 
 

1. Planning for four sessions at 2014 NCTE Convention: a) the Notable Books in the Language Arts session; b) 
a breakfast session with speaker Jon Klassen; c) a Saturday morning workshop titled “Connecting Science 
and Math Concepts with Children's and Young Adult Literature in a CCSS World”; d) a Master Class titled 
“Reading Poetry Across the Curriculum.”  

2. Continuing to publish The Journal of Children’s Literature and increase its exposure;  
3. Awarding a competitively-selected research grant designed to support a scholar investigating children’s 

books  in classrooms;  

http://www.childrensliteratureassembly.org/


 

 

4. Selecting the Bonnie Campbell Hill Literacy Leader Award recipients;  
5. Planning a silent auction of original artwork created by children’s book illustrators; previewed on the CLA 

website, the auction winners will be announced during the Fall 2014 CLA-sponsored breakfast at NCTE;  
6. Assessing the trial move of the Monday workshop to Saturday morning to determine if the shift resulted 

in greater attendance, particularly of area K-12 teachers.   
7. Conducting recruitment of new members and invitations for more active participation through various 

means. 
 
James W. Stiles, President 
 
  



 

 

Early Childhood Education Assembly (ECEA) 
 
The Early Childhood Education Assembly (http://www.earlychildhoodeducationassembly.com) provides a home for 
members concerned with language and literacy in Early Childhood Education. We aim to support the efforts of our 
members as they 1) encourage field-based research and theorized teaching practice across cultural and linguistic 
contexts; 2)work to enhance teaching and learning within and across diverse communities; 3)sponsor professional 
development opportunities; 4) provide opportunities for early childhood educators and researchers to learn from 
and support one another; 5) promote collaboration across professional organizations; 6)support new teachers; and 
7) encourage and sponsor the publication of articles, books, and reports. 
 
ECEA is especially important at this time due to pervasive mandates to implement practices that are antithetical to 
those supportive of young children's language and literacy learning. Teachers are asked to teach to the test in ways 
that prohibit opportunities for holistic, thoughtful, culturally-relevant, and play-oriented practices that allow 
children to construct knowledge through contextualized and purposeful experiences. We are especially interested 
in supporting early childhood teachers and teacher educators by promoting practices that enhance teaching and 
learning within and across diverse communities.  
 
ECEA is now in its fifth year as an assembly of NCTE and our membership is growing. We greatly appreciate NCTE’s 
support, especially the decision of the EC to provide funding for our Program Committee chair to attend the 
program planning meeting, the decision of the ESSC to establish a permanent seat for an ECEA representative (at 
the suggestion of the EC), the highlighting of early childhood (including prek) in the preliminary program, and the 
funding of our PDCRT project. 
 
Actions or projects completed since July 1, 2013. 
 
As we continue to grow and expand our reach we have: 
 

1. reviewed proposals for the NCTE convention; 
2. participated in the program planning meeting in Wash., DC in 2014; 
3. organized the Day of Early Childhood and hosted a well-attended reception after the Business Meeting at 

the end of the day; 
4. advocated for stronger representation for EC events and organization in the conference program;  
5. awarded scholarships for two teachers attending the NCTE conference and renamed the awards in honor 

of our first two chairs; 
6. awarded the Early Childhood Literacy Teacher of the Year awards and taken nominations and selected a 

winner for 2014; 
7. edited the third ECEA Yearbook, Perspectives and Provocations (due to be published Nov. 2014; 
8. launched a peer-reviewed online journal, Perspectives and Provocations; 
9. begun a process of revising our by-laws by developing and approving guidelines to guarantee 

representation of educators of color on the board and as officers and  members of the Affirmative Action 
Committee; 

10. installed new officers and board and elected a new secretary; 
11. published 3 newsletters; 
12. held conference call planning meetings 3 times per year to make all decisions jointly;  
13. maintained and upgraded our website:  
14. used our listserv to communicate with assembly members; 
15. initiated a series of Twitter chats on relevant topics; 
16. developed the 4 year Professional Dyads and Culturally Relevant Teaching (PDCRT) project that is piloting 

ways for dyads of teachers and teacher educators to develop, evaluate, and disseminate culturally 
responsive literacy practices at the early childhood level (prek-3rd grade); 
 The project’s “in progress” mission statement: Our mission is to challenge and change 
inequitable classroom, school, and systemic practices with respect to the literacy education of children of 
color, children who are adding English to their linguistic repertoires, and children from low-income 
households by: 

http://www.earlychildhoodeducationassembly.com/


 

 

 
a) developing a critical consciousness that recognizes inequities; strengthening that consciousness 

in ourselves and others through our work with colleagues, administrators, students, families and 
community members; 

b) validating the diversity of social, cultural, linguistic, and heritage knowledge and using it as 
foundational to teaching; 

c) supporting all children in developing the literacy skills and strategies that will enable their 
success within existing systems while challenging and changing unjust systems. 

17. worked to develop a grant proposal for the Institute for Education Science (DOE) for funding for a major 
PDCRT project to build on our present work (submitted 8/14). 

 
Projects, initiatives, or studies “in progress” at this time: 
 
We plan to continue the above initiatives as we: 
 

1. work to expand our membership, particularly among classroom teachers and educators of color; 
2. develop a collaboration with the Whole Language Umbrella for an EC strand at their summer conference; 
3. make presentations and disseminate information on the PDCRT project; 
4. implement the large scale IES grant, if funded (notifications in July, 2015). 

 
Dinah Volk, Chair 
 
  



 

 

English as a Second Language Assembly (ESLA) 
 
The purpose of this assembly is to encourage interchange among teachers of English at all levels on issues in 
bilingual education and English as a second language. 
 
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group pursuant to your charge since July 1, 2013?  
 

• Yearly newsletter posted online.  
• Held Executive Board Meeting on November 22, 2013.  
• Changed the bylaw to hold Executive Board Meeting on the same day with the Assembly-sponsored 

session. 
• Held Assembly for ESL sponsored panel at the annual convention (Nov. 22, 2013). Speakers were Rita 

Dove and Kate Pickett.  
 
What projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time?  
 
Planning an Assembly for ESL sponsored panel at the 2014 annual convention. Speakers will be Beth Samuelson. 
 
Clara Lee Brown, Chair 
 
  



 

 

Gay Straight Educators' Alliance (GSEA) 
 
The purpose of this assembly is to provide a forum for ongoing and sustained discussion among all individuals who 
share a professional commitment to lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans (LGBT) students, teachers, issues, and 
academic materials as they pertain to the teaching of English at all levels of instruction. The Assembly is committed 
to the inclusion of LGBT issues and texts in English studies and English language arts classrooms, fostering research 
and scholarship, addressing heterosexism and homophobia in academic and school settings, supporting lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and trans students and teachers, and broadening cultural diversity through more inclusive 
understandings of difference. The Assembly disseminates information to its members and sponsors sessions at the 
NCTE Annual Convention each year.  
 
An email list-serve facilitates communication between conventions. A Facebook group has also been started for 
additional communication and resource sharing [see below for more information].  
 
Projects Completed  
The GSEA worked with NCTE conventions staff to provide gender-neutral restroom options for the 2013 annual 
convention in Boston, MA.  The GSEA officers appreciate NCTE staff’s openness to this request, their willingness to 
consult with the GSEA on questions of language and signage, and their ability to bring the plan to fruition.  Several 
GSEA members commented on how the presence of such facilities influenced their sense of safety, welcome, and 
inclusion in the convention.  Plans are currently ongoing to assure similar facilities at the 2014 annual convention 
in Washington, DC and in all future conventions.  
 
The GSEA established a Facebook Group (GSEA: NCTE’s Gay/Straight Educators’ Alliance) to increase and more 
actively engage its members.  The group currently has 42 members; GSEA members have been asked to spread the 
word and invite educators that might be interested so it can continue to grow.  The group has already proven to be 
quite active with the sharing of NCTE’s Intellectual Freedom Center resources, suggested reading lists of LGBTQ-
inclusive texts, photos from previous LGBT strand sessions, and an LGBTQ-Inclusive Book Challenge modeled after 
the popular Ten Book Challenge circulating on Facebook.  Members have been encouraged to post questions, 
concerns, books, resources, research, or news items relating to making classrooms (specifically ELA classrooms) 
inclusive of all students, faculty, and staff, including those who are LGBTQ and/or who come from LGBTQ families. 
 
The GSEA supported the submission of a wide range of LGBT strand sessions for the 2013 convention.  Two of 
those sessions - one on The Laramie Project with Matthew Shepard’s mother, Judy, and one on preventing bullying 
through the English Language Arts - were panel presentations specifically organized by GSEA officers.  Both 
attracted large audiences and received positive feedback from attendees.  Other LGBT strand sessions attracted 
such large audiences that they ended up being standing-room only.  More than 25 people attended the annual 
business meeting, including several first-time attendees and new members. 
 
Ongoing Projects  
The GSEA continues to work with the LGBT Issues in Academic Studies Advisory Committee to attract a significant 
number of submissions for LGBT strand sessions.  The GSEA again had on-site representation during session 
evaluations and selections. 
 
The GSEA table at the annual convention’s exhibition hall continues to attract a steady stream of traffic.  Recent 
additions to the table have included an updated annotated bibliography of LGBT-themed adolescent literature, 
handouts on LGBT-themed books for K-8 classrooms, and displays of LGBTQ-inclusive texts.  This year, plans are in 
being developed to have several LGBT-identified authors and/or authors who write LGBTQ-inclusive books do book 
signings at the table. 
 
We are hopeful that seeking out partnerships with other Assemblies and Sections of NCTE will not only help us 
build relationships through which we might share what research and practice suggests in terms of increasing 
awareness about LGBT issues among classroom teachers among diverse groups (in keeping with NCTE’s 2007 
resolution on that topic), but also that such connections will better allow our members to consider people’s 
multiple and overlapping, intersectional identities. 

http://www.ncte.org/annual


 

 

Initial discussions are underway to find ways to support teachers who want to share LGBTQ-inclusive books with 
their students but do not have access to those books (or to multiple copies / class sets).  We are considering a 
competitive mini-grant program as a way to both build GSEA membership/awareness and help teachers access 
inclusive texts.  Awardees could even present their experiences and their students’ responses at the subsequent 
GSEA business meeting.  More discussion about this program will occur among members at the 2014 convention. 
 
Caitlin L. Ryan, Chair 
 
  



 

 

International Writing Centers Association (IWCA) 
 
The International Writing Centers Association (http://writingcenters.org), an NCTE Assembly, was founded in 1983 
to foster communication among writing centers and to provide a forum for concerns. Comprising directors and 
staffs of writing centers at universities, two-year colleges, and public schools, the IWCA has over 775 members and 
is governed by an Executive Board that includes officers and representatives from twelve regional affiliate 
associations and two publications, Writing Lab Newsletter and Writing Center Journal. 
 
During the fiscal year, July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2014, the International Writing Centers Association accomplished 
many goals. Following the approval of a new Constitution the previous year, the association drafted by-laws in 
accordance with the new IWCA Constitution. The by-laws are now under review by the IWCA Board. The 
association held an election in Fall 2013 that resulted in a new Vice-President (Shareen Grogan), Treasurer (Kim 
Ballard, Western Michigan University), and Secretary (Alanna Bitzel, The University of Texas). In addition, the board 
appointed one new At-Large Representative due to a vacancy created by the election.  
 
The Board focused a great deal of attention on improving membership this year. To that end, the IWCA created a 
new membership website, which has provided the Board with a more efficient membership database and 
communication system. The Board also added a new membership level for students; reinstated the organization’s 
newsletter, IWCA Update; started its Mentor Matching program; and increased funding for its research grants.  
 
Other important accomplishments include planning the 2014 conference, which will be held in October in Orlando; 
hosting our IWCA Collaborative event prior to the CCCC in Indianapolis, with over 120 registrants; hosting our 
annual week-long Summer Institute, which was held in Lexington and attended by 48 professionals from around 
the world; and holding sessions and SIGs at the NCTE and CCCC conventions.  
 
Kevin Dvorak, President 
Shareen Grogan, Vice-President 
Kim Ballard, Treasurer 
Alanna Bitzel, Secretary 
Nathalie Singh-Corcoran, Past-President 
 
  

http://writingcenters.org/


 

 

Women in Literacy and Life Assembly (WILLA) 
 
The Women in Literacy and Life Assembly (http://womeninliteracyandlifeassembly.com/) strives to improve the 
teaching of English language arts by focusing attention on gender-related issues in literacy teaching and learning, 
including the status and image of women and girls, men, and boys and to advise the profession at large on issues 
relating to the role and images of women; and to foster the exchange of ideas and perspectives among people 
interested in gender issues relating to English. WILLA is an official Assembly of the National Council of Teachers of 
English (NCTE), functioning as a membership group in which like-minded people are able to meet, discuss, theorize, 
and socialize under the auspices of their shared interests. 
 
What major actions or projects have been completed by your group pursuant to your charge since July 1, 2012? 
 

1. Yearly newsletters, CrossCurrents and the journal, WILLA is prepared, edited and posted on WILLA’s 
website and are available to all members. The executive board has voted to discontinue our newsletter, 
Crosscurrents to devote more time to social media and the journal. 

 
2. Held Executive Board Meeting on November,2013 during the National Convention and approved the 

nominees for two-year elected offices including chair, associate chair, treasurer/membership secretary 
and secretary, and three-year appointments for WILLA journal co-editors 

 
3. The Inglis Award was presented to Mollie Blackburn at the CEE luncheon during the convention. The Inglis 

award recognizes an Outstanding Woman in English Education with an award named for Rewey Belle 
Inglis, the first woman president of NCTE. 

 
4. Sponsored our first unconference at Buffalo University on June 21, 2013. The unconference was a huge 

success with lively discussions on gender and literacy issues. The executive board would like to sponsor a 
yearly unconference. 

 
5. The executive board is moving forward to change WILLA’s name to GALA (Gender and Literacy Assembly) 

to be more inclusive for members and issues. The executive board has rewritten parts of the constitution 
to include the name of Gala. During the upcoming Executive Board Meeting in November the executive 
board and members will vote on the name change with online voting available. 

 
What projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time?  
 

1. Increasing our social media presence including monthly assigned blog entries by board and community 
members 

2. Posting a call for articles in other journals such as The English Journal 
3. Creating survey on how WILLA can better serve members 
4. Members to ask prominent people in the field of gender and English education to write and essay or 

personal narrative for journal especially for the upcoming topic… “I Believe” 
        
Candice Moench, Chair 
 
 

http://womeninliteracyandlifeassembly.com/
http://www.ncte.org/
http://www.ncte.org/
http://willa.iweb.bsu.edu/members.html

